louls IX King of France reignod 1226-1270, His reign, full of
ritual pageantry, gave to France much splendour and national g
aura of sanotity. St,Louls has in France the laurcls of a nation

In the yoar 1245 the King visited tho Dominioan Monastery in L
was under his spooial oare sooing tho o p:.-w.a work in
fiolds that was being done by the friars, na a proof of his
from his hoad his orown, whioch contained a relie of the
with precious stones, and donated for all time this Crown

The Crown ia made of pure gold; the stones which beaut:
and polished that they show angels with spresd wings in the €

For 544 years the Crown of St.Louls was in possession of &
ldegoe, The prinoipality of Ilege nt that time belonged to Fre

In 1789 Franoe woent through politioal upheavel: Tho Re
beside demooratisation, brought the rapier of death and dost:
rovoluwbionary nrmy approsched Idege, one Dominioan esongd
Gormany, took with him the COrown of 8t.Iouls, to lLelpsig
Dominioans posscssed the Undversity founded by them, In
Army in ite wiotorious advance in the Best already cooupled
gamo panie, The Reotor of the Uniwersity sought an audie .
of Saxony, who wna ono of the Bourbons, In eonversation it was & 1
Prinoe Max should be custodian of the Crown and after his doath, al
of the King of Saxony, the Family Woetin, There was writton a ape
on parchmont and the Crown waa offioially given by the lawful own
Dominioan Fathers, to the hands of frince Max of Baxony; in thias
of 8t.Louis oame for 134 yoars into possession of the Royal Family
During this time the Crown went from hand to hand with the conditde
responasibility for ite safe keoping,

At the ond of world war 1918, durlng the lnst dayas of the red
Wilhelm II, the Grown of &%, Imin was in pospesaion of the unmary:
Matilds and wes the main jowollory and prineipal attraction in the @
salon in the Palnoe of Hostorwlts, Boefore she died in 1333, { i
power) Princoes Matilda transferred the Crown to her nophew
of Saxony, who took 4t to his castle in Mauritzburg, where it
almoat the end of the second World War, The Crown of E‘h
pordl in the yoear 1944, when the war front approsched S
deoided to hide tho Crown in n loss endangored Onstle, t
in Signaringon in South Wost Gormany near the SOwisa bord
his sistor Princvsa Margarot Von Hohonsollorn: Thore 1t waa
1944 the Nasls imprisonsd all mambors of the Hehensollern ﬂd.
oonfisented this Castle, which the Naszis handed ower to the Gov

On the Bth August 19.!.1.. tho Fronoh Goneral Petadn took up re
staff, an Viohy had become endangored from the m by the Allled
Orown remained in 84dgmaringen Oustle without amy m ﬂ'ﬁtuatiuﬂ;‘ i
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At last Prince Ernest decided at all costs to remove the
Castle, For realisation of this plan, he rented a room near
stayed, He contacted one of his sister's servants who had 3
Castle and persuaded him to help in hias project to get the
Costle, Late one evening this servant took tho Crown und
it to the Prinece, who immediately took it to on old place
it remained until Januery 1545. In the beginniag of 1945
day became worse. The Crown of 3t.Iouls remained near Dre
already cocoupied 3ilesia, Frince Ernest took the Crown
Dresden, thinking it would be much safer there and toge
things, he placed it in a safe deposit of the Weetin ¥
7. On the night of the 24th-25th February 1945 Dre
the R.A.F., The Polaooce near Pnrkstrasse wns laid in 2
Jmong the smouldering ruins of the Palace, Prince En
safa; it wns zo hot thei for vwelve hours 4% could
heavy ateel doors were openad all were speechlesa
Diirer etchings and drawings and historical doc
slabs of gold, platinum, golden jewcllery and s
a mass, tut the Crown of St.Louis remained unsc
out most carefully and put it in the cellars of M
Journey to Sigmaringen, In Wertemburg, freed f
tock up residence in en estote called Kranchancnw
decided after a discussion, to transfer what they
Prince Ernest after long scarching found in the
owner, JAndelfingen, was willing to help. Two h
in Sexony. The Jjourney there and back through
difficulties lasted fourteen nightmarish days. :
they cume back to Kranchenveis, having with then the &
it in n linen cupboard of Princezs Alice, daughter of
It seemed the safest place.

'

Shortly after came the French and lmerican lrmies,
of the first French army, Gonaral Morquis Demontsabert, S
visit to Princess Margaret Von Hohenzollern, With the'k
he gained the full confidence of the Princess and all m
Before the end of the visit Princens Margaret oxoused &
for a moment, returning from ths next room with Crom o
ond spontancous was this moment, Genersl Mnzquis Lumon
old eulture with chivalrous tradition, koeosled and kissed
Aftor negotintion with official represcntatives of France
Prinre Ernest of Saxony and all his Pamily of Weetin sho Ve
forever the Crown of St.Louis to liberatcd Frence, Freparations
formalities snd decisions took several wecks. The last custodian
Prince Erncat was lesving Germany to go to Ireland and st
Hes was not now owner of vast cﬂta.tealﬂgﬂl‘ﬁﬂﬂ}‘hh; m ell TR e O . A
romaingd only o fow cases of personal beloneings & caBe &m_ _ A
8%, iouis, The journey to Ireland went threugh Franse, For & few hours htl:::# \
in Paris, he took one case with him, the vest wus left in 8 lugmegc office,
Prince went to the Palace of the Prosident of France for an audience, H‘J“tf the
touching wes the moment of the +rancferring of the Crown “ﬁ President of %
French Republie, &o was closed a Jong period of oxile of ﬂlﬁ Crown, It iﬂ:’nﬁ'
kept in the Treasusy of Notre Dame Cathedrsl, Paris, where it canm be seen
odmired, e

o
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