INTRODUCTORY

T I R PR A L R

Some would say that it was a strange story, founded on historical
fact blended with later elements of fiction. It must be admitted that
some things are not capable of proof,but that does not automatically
brand tham as false. Much has not been adequately recorded, or has been
lost (as in the time of the French Revolution and subsequently). This
accounts for interruptions in the narrative.

There is no doubt about St.Louis,King of France, as an historical
person, His reign, his redeeming of the Crown of Thorns, the building
of the Ste Chapelle in Paris and his part in the 7th and 8th Crusades
are all well attested., If the Order of the Crown of Thorns can trace
its origin back to those events, it has been built upon a sure foundation.
Perhaps we shall never be able to answer this with absolute certainty,
gince reputable reference books on Chivalric Orders do not mention it.

A select Order of knights honouring the Crown of Christ would be truly
in keeping with the character of St.Louis.

Certainly the Instruments of the Passion (known as the "Arma Christi”)
had a highly significant place in the King's devotional life,linked
always with Jeruselem, from whence they originally came and Paris,
where so many of these relics were then enshrined., If we can think of
St.Louis' life as polarised, it was between these two cities. In art
he is uniquely shown holding the Crown of Thorns,commemorating the
solemn procession in 1239 from Sens through the forest of Vincennes
to Paris; the King and his brother Robert,Count of Artois, barefoot
and clad in tunics of plain white wool, carried on their shoulders the
coffer which contained the relic.

We know that St.louis gave away some individual thorns from the
Crown to worthy reeipients, for instance to the King of Norway, but
this did not constitute them as members of an Order of knights. The
Order of the Crown of Thorns may well have been conceived as a body-
guard to watch over the precious treasures of the Ste Chapelle, en

elite spiritual chivalry. In & certain sense the present (re-established)
Order has that same ideal.

What follows is in the nature of an official document,compiled by
one who was well qualified to do so, a former Grand Master who did much
for the Order in the U,8.A. and who deserves to be remembered.

G.F.T.
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A BRISF RaSUME OF THE HISTORY OF THE ORDSAS OF 3AN LUIGI
Prepared from the Private Archives of the Orders and revised in 1953=4
by HeS«He The Most Reverend Prince B8dmond de San Luigi, Grand Master.

PR T T T SRR S e

The history of the Order of the Grown of Thorns is painfully lacking in
detail, not least because the circumstances surrounding the death of the
Grand kaster - H.S.H. Prince Joseph III - were such that the historieal
documents in his possession were destroyed, or were at least bheld back, and
the delivery of the same to His Successor ascording to his instructions was
refused, even diplomatiec intervention proving useless. Alsc at one time the
Grand kaster had a fire which caused serious loss, and while kisgr.Sdmond
did see most, if not all, of the documents in guestion, that was more than
30 years ago now (1953), and faint recollsctions are of little or no value
in such a matter.

P R i T

As the name of this Order indicates its brief history is closely connected
with the precious Relic of the Crown of Thorns. Saint Paulinus of Nola (L09)
mentions "the thorns with which our Lord was crowned" as being in Jerusalem
at that time. From Antonius of Placenna we learn that in the 6th century
it rested in the Church of lt.Sion. Next, the eminent historian k.de Kely
asserts that the complete Crown of Thorns was transferred to Byzantium
about 1063. In 1238 Baldwin II, Latin Zmperor of Constantinople, offered
the Crown of Thorns to St.Louis, King of France. It was then actually in
the hands of the Venetians as security for a large loan, but it was redeemed
and brought to France with great solemnity in August 1239. As a worthy resting
place the saintly King built the magnificent Sainte Chapelle and dedicated
it on April 25,1246, under the title of Sainte Couronne d'ipines de Notre
Seigneur. Up to the time of the Revolution these Rslics of the Sacred Passion
were kept in the Sainte Chapelle in a magnificent reliquary installed beneath
a Cothic canopy, all being protected by ten different locks, the keys for
which were kept by the King until about 1656. Every year upon Good Friday,
during extra-ordinary solemmities, the King of France went to the Szinte
Chapslle and opened up the Holy Reliquary, and the Relics were offered for
the veneration of the faithful. In 1793 nearly all the shrines in the
churches and chapels of Paris were destroyed, and their contents sent for

keeping amongst the Fine Arts. But in 1794 the chief ones, and
‘the Crown of Thorns in particular, were entrusted to the National Library.

‘This continued until October 26,1804, when, upon the demand of Cardinal de

‘Balloy, Archbishop of Paris, the Holy Crown of Thorns was taken into the

~care of 1'Abbe Destres, Grand Viocaire of the Cathedral Church of Notre Dame,

2iikitnr- it remained.

he 700th Anniversary of the arrival of the Crown of Thorns was celabrated
B great soleunity im July,1939. During the great war the Holy Relio was
nh.;_’b' safety to & monastery in the South of France, being returned to
48 about July,1941. We have no record as to what transpired during the
ond great war, but assume that it is now in the Sainte Chapelle once more.
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It might be noted that tradition states that a first small portion of the
precious Reliec was brought to Burope by St.Germain, Bishop of Paris, about
the 6th century, being long preserved at St.Cermain-des-Pres, the oldeat
shurech in Paris,

The Thorns themselves are said to have bean mostly distributed to other shurches
and chapels, with S5t.Louis himself beginning that distribution, the remaining
parts being left in the Sainte Chapelle.

There is no reliable tradition as to the amctual date of the formation of the
Order of the Crown of Thorns, but it is known that he wished to preserve the
memory of its Translation by giving to his Barons a souvenir or representation
of the famous Helic, and traditionally he is venerated as the initiator and
oreator of the Order. Tradition has preserved for us that Philippe-le-Bel,

son of St.Louis, really laid the solid foundation of the Order in direot
opposition to the Order of Templars, which Order he destroyed, either under
the pretext of its ecrying abuses, or in order to confiscate the immense
possessions of that Urder, the power of which had given him deep concern. He
is genmerally accepted as the first authentic Grand Master of the Urder of the
Crown of Thorns. Unfortunately a list of the Grand ®asters has not been found
a8 yet, and such records as way have been held by the restored Order were lost
as stated above. Only it has been learnsd that it was one of the Orders ordersd
discontinued during the troublous days in Franoce, but there is no doubt that
an underground organisation continvued right along, as with other French Orders -
at least one of which the present Grand kaster has belonged to for years.

During the latter half of the 19th century the learned Doctor Fercken, a
professor of Oriental Languages and presumably a Chevalier of the informal
organisation of the Order, believing that time had come once more for its
formal organisation, prepared a set of Statutes which he submitted to the
Patriarch of Antioch for approval. Somewhere around the year 1880, His Holiness
Karan Mar Ignatius Peter III agreed to sanction the re-establishment of open
existence, and declared it to be his will that the Order of the Crown of Thorns
should be, for all those who should be judged worthy of it, a bodyguard of
bhonour for the dsfence of the Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, both in the
Orient and in the Occident.
AN
In 1892 the Patriarch Ignatius Peter ITI, Successor of St,Feter, sent for His
pence Mar Timotheus, who had been created ketropolitan Archbishop for work
@8t the Orthodox Catholies in America by Julius I, Archbishop of the Syrian
in Ceylon, in accordance with the Bull issued by the Fatriarch, and
d upon him the rank of Grand Master of the Order, antrusting to him
tions as then provided. The standard of the Order is a banner of
white with the fleur-de-lys, half red bearing the Crown of Thorns

--Inmgrnn of Christ in the centre.

history tells us how a band of Portugese missionaries of high degree
the .ﬁ.'hh:i of San Luigi on St.Louis"' Day, August 2'51::, 1883, :n ﬁth'
land of the Tousregs-Asgar Country. The colomy by its constitution
pendent, and was known as the Principality of Luigi, the Rev. Fr.
Pacomez being elected that same month as the first Prinoce of San Luigi.
sd Pebruary 10,1884 and waa succeeded by Frince Joseph I, who was killed
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in August of that 88me year during a massacre of the inhabitants by the

Touaregs. The survivors travelled through Northern Africa and Egypt to the

Unyore RKingdom, on the shores of Lake Albert-Nyanza. By p-aruinaﬁn of

Kabarega I, king of that country, they founded a new Principality and

ﬂmqrt;i z::liu:%if’?-iniﬂr the direction of Dom Jose, who received from the
ce-overnor, thus t i %

Luigi in 1885, under the title nf‘,l"ri;c&u;gz:;glﬁu bt

A few years later an epidemic of tropical fever almost wiped
foroed the closing of the Abbey and a return to Et::-pa, :t;r:raa::l ;E;?ﬂ:lﬁ:::,
Louis succeeded to the title and rights. An Order of the Crown of Thorns, as
also an Order of the Lion and Black Cross, had been organized by decree of
the first Frince of San Luigi on October 15,1883, without any knowledge that
the old Order had already been re-establistied by authority of the Patriarch.
W*hﬂ French laws the Chevaliers of the Order of the Crown of Thorns
: been legally established, but when this dusl existence was discovered
lations were undertaken for the bringing together of both re-establishments
one ﬁ:ﬂ-ﬂ, aﬂ in 1899 the priority and legitimacy of the Order under
nd Kaster Mar Timotheus I was established, and he became the fifth
p of San luigi as Prince Joseph III. After his death in 1529 this union
3 two branches of the Order of the Crown of Thorns, and the Grand
p of Prince Joseph III over the Order of the Lion and Black Cross
jed by some elements, it being claimed that the 1899 negotiations
ar completed, because they were based upon the submission of kar
s I to the Holy See, and that as that submission was never completed
goncerning the two Orders were abandoned. Unfortunately for the
»a of this story, the fact that Joseph III was fully recognised as
—Grand kaster of both Orders was established by the ezistsxus::
28 of the Orders of one or two Brevets of the Frincipaute
hioh he is thus described, one bearing date October 25,1305 - some
ss after the negotiations were sald to have fallen through - ,
. the Rank of Chevalier in the Order of the Lion and Black Cross and
gignature of the ore making the false claim as the Secretary of
otheus I. Purther evidence exists in the constant use by Frince
of the San Luigi Seal as appearing upon that same Brevet. And
is traducer later sought to have his knighthood in the united
he Grown of Thorns confirmed by the Successor to Prince Joseph IIIL.
e bly assume that this was but one of several attempts
z:ii;:: Dﬁdgra of which IH.S.H. was Grand Waster up to the

is death, July 1,1929.
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oirculated that the Order of the Crown of Thorns had been disbanded
of Prince Joseph III, a Declaration was signed by various

Knights of the Order, contradicting such rumours and asserting its
tence openly from the time of the Patriarch authorising it.

d in the Swedish publication
of f Thorns Order was includa! i

--"ﬁmﬁ Gra;;l"o also in the Italian "La Nobilta della Stirpe".,as -
c:-,]_umj_.-’i.fgspucci of the Heraldic College at Home,and

n of the Heraldic College at Warsaw, Foland.

i a8 th “w— 4

in California for a_e_warnl years a L-h
E _ r uSEdf:rigaﬁa;Enﬂy,and then on Sunday August 25;?939, i
Louis = . ; |
a:ﬂT;m Abbey, by Prince Bdmond |

. nage of "The American
. nad in Colorado in 1935 in ;‘:‘.:nuipl““ de San Luigi”, é
ar was obtaine s of 1'Ancienne Abba}:j nt t6 euntar i1l e
mr':'r al'ld G'I"dﬂr inﬂludlng the Alg a m m 1 :" :
give Rights and Fowers, of the GEoRESs ith the Right to own
' o the Orders, tﬂgﬂ";:_fn:ipanty and of the
@s and Ranks thro uf hts of the former riean laws. The Colerade 4
nf t\hB aﬂﬂigﬂt Rﬂgpﬂﬂﬂibla undﬂ:" Auﬁthmugh m guﬂd ﬂfﬂ“"
;% .
led at Sacramento,

-6 -



of a federal attorney - pp Henr

. . ¥ J. Kleafisoh - c

up in charge of the Chapter 5 e s (ot an Office bei
Maroh, 1952, the Rt.Rev. Count y 1 -39 DrePhilip J hiuczﬂ“iin%“ﬂﬁt
R 1, Santa Ana , California

> harge at 13191 Poothill Blvd, ,
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_eoncerning a number, Y {or8 Were reported,there is

" to disrupt the tion, “Tite of many problegs,

organization necess
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Through the wide associations of the Grand kaster Who took Office on July 1,1929,
and with the hearty co-operation of many friends in various countries, full re-
gognition was obtained in 1938 op 1939, as shown, for example, by the many Brevets
that were conferred upon Him as the Frince de San Luigi and/or as Grand kaster of
the San Luigi Urders, which actually involved recognition of His Status and of the
Orders in Russia, Foland, Italy, Prance, India, South and Central America, Spain,
Portugal, &c. by those who had the proper authority and standing to accerd re-
cognition. No attempt has been made to list the various Titles and Dignities con-
ferred upon Him by Universities, Colleges, learned and philanthropic Societies of
various kinds, and Orders in large numbers. All of which, to Him, were waluable

| only as they brought honour to the San Luigi Orders.

Mhile at this moment it has not proved possible to erect a permanent Abbey of St.
8, we all look forward to the time when such will become possible. Perhaps not
uring the time of the present Grand haster, for He is no longer "young",but

I 8ly in God's good time. Meanwhile a good many properties have been given or
sed for the use of the futurs Abbey, including a very beautiful and valuable
dice and Paten, Vestments in considerable number, including some of historical
": &0

3 pordance with the Regulations of the Order, a Successor has been prnvidtz:
N the person of the Rt.Rev,Count k.H.l'Bstrange,subject to change by
it Grand Master, should occasion require.

i ht be noted that the Right to confer Nobility Titla:wd has xn ﬂ:x;::-:ﬂ;:l b
u tism, contrary to the eustom of other Orders ot e g o
e ’t the old traditiens in such matters, indea o
i gt Eﬂt 1951. Saveral have been promised in :ro;:& -

<y gr;:igg ﬁd;und'a Grand hastership,and after ;ch;:; ve

ginrt:ﬁ, restriotions will probably be in force onc
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