CGRDEA OF THE CRGAE OF THORNES

rrom the GRAND KASTER 4o the ARCHBISHOFE, BISHOPS AND DIGNITARIES
of the \nticeh Juccesslon, through the lste Craad Vasler
lar Timotheus I
“bo bave reeelved "mightheed in eur beloved (rder.

lost Reversad and Aight Reverend Chevaliers:

It hes cowe Lo uy knewledge Just recently that vertein fowen iuthoriiies are
eleindng that one of the sonditicws attached to owr former Urand Vaster's "eubudcsion®
to Romg was that he would WOT aypeint any Suocessor to the Cffics of Urand Vasier,
bub wuld allow the Crder to lapes, It Lo further olniwed that he sigow a Doousent
to tide effoet on his deathebedl!! These "ruscurs® eucaget thowe im bigh places, uet
seciminetical, finally ceme te¢ wy notice througk a friendly sud noble chanuel. .

They are pothing but “rumcurs™, snd there is oo kwown way by which thelr truth
or faleehond can be discoversd. Dutl ineidinue FULOUT By os tuey true or fulew, cum
often do much herm 40 persisted in long svough. lore than eight yesrs bave pussed
since lar Timctheus® death, snd while I have bees in contuct zwet of the thwe with
Chovel lore whe aro ven moubers of the Pope's Cabined, nose of thew have over sentioned
sugh runcusrsy neither bhave Nosen leslesisetivs whe belong te the (rder sive. 5ut the
Créer has boen saking procress, and hes obtained wany high adbesiouns, which might well
be the reason for starting such rumours now.

Lfforts are being made ¢ oblain the present Fatriereb'e vofindle spproval asd
neknowlodgrent of the Order, as Toumded by his Predecessoyr about 1580, but he is
evidantly wory citter towards ihe former Crand Laster -even to the poist of claiuwing
that Be Consecration of ler Timotheus wes null end veld, and all those of his
Buvcosaion not truly Dishope and Frieats- so that progreas there is very uaeceriain.

Aftor eareful consideratiom ané thought It sesmed best te write tw all of you,
acking that by sigolcg and returning the suclesed Declerstion it may be possible te
make i1 olsar o suy cuquirer or eritie that YOU, some of the sdet futorested of all
15 ke wivemekomy OB FEur DOES 1T Erown THEY YOU veluew IO ackilwiTuge sohe Jratonges
suthority on the peart of lewe over an (rder of (rthedes origis, easd that 4 the
prosent Patrisrek perciste i bis unfavoursble attitude Losards you, your Lacred (rdiers,
and thie Chivalrie (pier, yew no lews reluse Lo aoeept the theory thet the Joraer
Fatriarch ¢id net koow what ke was doing when he ispuvd & Buil for the Consecrution
of lar Timotheus I, and that the letter’s Consecrators sere equelly dellnguent in duty.
Further thet by this Aet of slgning you d¢ declars that the (rder %¢ which you bave
been sdeitied does cetually sxist now, and hes eaigted withoul & breuk wince recuiab~
idighed by the Terwer Paivlarch, mnd that it ie your will and detercination to recogulse
and authorise, ¢e Far sv ldes in your power, the comiluuuace of thls urder wier the
Succeaser legally appeiuted by Ver Timethous I while bhe was still loyal to Crthedoxy,
and under those whe may legnlly suctsed me.

This Declarsiion ¢u your paris way never prove necessary lor sclusl use, but ir
need dould wrise it will eerve ic protect ocur Crder, snd te sasuwre {te gumeral
noceplance smonget all who sre sctuated by right principles 4 seiives.

Fleaps sttech the nushber of Adhorente & Compunicants upder your charge, so thad
ne sisrepresentation way unintentiomally be msde in the fork se completed, and to
wiichtho slgnaturcs of sll who cooperats will be sppesded. The fica. lorm wiil beo the
eeme & ® the individusl forms new enelosed,

Trusting that #e may be favoured prompily with thie dwirm wepuatm. aot that
‘od will riehly blese all yom' afferts in Via Service.
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