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FOREWORD

THE intensely popular devotion to verious aspects of
Christ's Passion, fostered by the Franciscans and stimulated
by the arrival of the Crown of Thorns in France and other
Felics from the Holy Land, is an important characteristic of
medieval 1life in Europe. The main purpose of this Symposium
is to assist the revivel of such wholesome devotion. "In
that day the lord of hosts shall be a crown of glory and a
garland of joy to the residue of His people.," (Isaias 28, 5,)

ILet it be clearly understood that there is nothing super-
stitious or unscriptural in giving honour to the instruments
of the Fassion, We do s0 becmuse of their close association

with Him Who thereby wrought our redemption. Our worship is

G.F.T.

All original material, not previously published elsewhere,
is the copyright of L‘Qrﬂﬂ de la Courcnne d'Epines,
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THE STE,QOURONNE in Histo

St.Paulinus of Nola, writing after 409, refers to "the thorns with
which our Saviour was crowned® es relics held in honour elong with the Cross
to which He was nailed and the piller at which He was scourged. Cassiodorus
(2.570), commenting on Peelm lmocvi, spesks of the Crown of Thorns emong the
other relics which are the glory of the earthly Jerusalem. "There," he says
“we mey behold the thorny crown, which was only set upon the head of cur
Redesmer in order that all the thorns of the world might be gathered together
and broken.” The "Pilgrimege' of the mornk Bernard shows that the relic was
g8till in the Church upon Mount Biecn in 870.

If we may adopt the conclusions of M.de Mély, the whole Crown was only
transferred to Byzantium about 1063, although it seems that smaller portions
must have been pressnted to the Eastern emperors at an earlier date, In any
case, Justinien (4,565) is atated to have given a thorn to St.Cermemus, Bishop
of Paris, which was long preserved at 3t.Cermain-des-Prés, while the Empress
Irene, in 798 or B02, sent Charlemagne several thorns which were deposited by
him at Aachen. The subseguent history of sewveral of them can be traced without
diffioulty. *

olroumstances in which the Crown trevelled from the Holy Land toc Byzantium,
Venice and finally to France, are well=known matters of history, needing
not to be repeated hurnJ

St.Louis built the Seinte Chapelle, (completed 1248), for its reception.
There the great relic remained until the Rewvolution, 1791.
It was eventually restored to the Church and deposited in the Cathedrel of
MNotre Dame in 1806. [Ninety years after, & magnificent new reliquary of rock
orystal was made for it, covered for two-thirds of its circumference with a
silver case splendidly wrought and jewelled. The Crown thus preserved consists
only of & cirolet of rushea, without eny trace of thorns. Authorities are
agreed thet s sort of helmet of thorns must have been plaited by the Roman
soldiers, this band of rushes being employed to hold the thorns together.
It seems likely sccording to k.de Mély, that alresdy at the time when the
circlet was brought to Parie the sixty or seventy thorns, which seem to have
been afterwards distributed by St.Louis and his successors, had been separated
from the band of rushes and were kept in a different reliquary. None of these
now remain in Paris, Bome emall fregments of rush are also preserved aspart
from the Selnte Couronnes at Paria, e,g. at Arres and Iyona,

= sbridged from an article by Herbert Thurston,
in the Catholic Engyolopeedia,

¢ For example, the Benedictine Abbey of St,Pierre at Soleames "had been an
important rellying ground for the Crusades, from which a warrior had
brought back the Holy Thorn still among the monastery's treasures",
Patrick Leigh Fermor, in "A Time to keep Silence”.
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In Art

Thorns and thorn branches signify grief, tribulation and sin, ...
The Crown of Thorns with which the soldiers crowned Christ before the
Crucifixion was a parody of the Roman emperor's festal crown of roses,
The tonsure of the priest is a reverent allusion to this thorny crown,

George Ferguson, in
"Bigns and Symbols in Christian Art",

Burpham (in West Sussex) has a very remarkable church,
++sThe beautiful springing roof of the little chancel with its ribbed
groining must be admired, and still more the south transept arch with its
chevron moulding unlike anything else in Busasex, of so lovely a design -
thought by some to be symbolic of the Crown of Thorns - and so marvellous
an example of the stonemason's skill, almost as though stone were a
malleable materisl and had been plaited instesd of carved,

from "Sussex" by Esther Meynell.

Fow turn to an up-to-the-mimute application: In the new Coventry Cathedral,
a mosaic of an angel appearing to Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane is
seen through a wrought-iron grille representing the Crown of Thorns, (a
much repeated motif in this Cathedral), designed by Sir Basil Spence and
made by the Royal Engineers, These are jagged, realistic thorns, not the
symmetrical , stylised design we are more used to,

Though the Crown is generally believed to have been made from branches
of either *'Zizyphus Spina Christi' or 'Paliurus Spina Christi', both
Biblical shrubs, another species, 'Buphorbia Milii' is popularly known as
the Crown of Thorns plant, from its very prickly appearance. This however,
is a native of Madagascar and botanists conjecture that it was totally
unknown in Jesus' day.

The Passion Flower must alsc be mentioned in this context, Drawings
and descriptions of this unique plant were published for the first time in
Spain and Italy in 1609. Above the pillar of the scourging and the nails,
is seen the thorny Crown, surrounded by a veil of threads, seventy-two in
number, the traditional number of thorns embodied in the Crown, All very
fanciful perhaps, but it may heve helped the devotion of simple folk.
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HISTORY OF THE FEAST
e s

It was instituted (as we might expect) at Paris in 1239,
was kept on 1lth August, until the Feast was adopted at lznma iieiajit
and the date changed, the Friday after Ash Wednesday being eelected,
11th August was the actusl date of the Reception of the Holy Crown of
Thorns and designated as such in the Calendar of the Cistercian Order,

Cistercian monasteries in France received permissicn to commemorate
the Crown of Thorns, in 1241, only two years after its arrival in that
country, The Carmelites of Genoa venerated a thorn from the Crown and
& Feast of the Crown of Thorns and of the Holy Lance was prescribed, in
Eastertide, by the General Chapter of the Carmelites in 1,88,

The Feast of the Crown of the Lord, (on 4th May), found a place in the
early Dominican calendar, &s two members of that Order had been among
those persons who escorted the relic from Constantinople to Prarnce,

A bewildering variety of dates was assigned to this Feast in dicceses
ell over France, Italy, Spain and elsewhere, so prolific was this
devotion.

Among the Passionists, the Feast dates from 1773, being one of the
six feasts of the Passion for which their Founder » St.Paul of the Cross,
obtained sanction from Fope Clement xiv. In 1795 the date set for this
Feast was the Friday after Ash Wednesday » on which day it remained in
the Passionist calendar until 1923, when it was changed to the following
Friday, (i.e. the secord Friday of Lent). Now, since the 1961 revision,
they keep it on the last Fridey in August,

Clearly, to remove all such confusion of dates, it would be better
for us to revert to the earliest rrecedent, namely 11th August, the date
originally kept in the Archdioccese of Paris.

- = oms o

As will be seen from the English translation which follows, the
Proper of this liass is a very beautiful one, filled with apposite a.llgsiana
to that Crown which the Roman soldiers of Pontius Pilate put upon Christ's
head; some writers who have observed the old Roman pavement still
preserved in Jerusalem, with its peculier markings, consider that the
soldiers passed the time by 'playing with' their prisoners their
traditional King Ceame.
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"Egredimini et videte"

INTROIT, Go forth, ye daughters of Sion, and see King Solomon in the disen

wherewith his mother crowned him, preparing a cross for her Savig.
Ps. With glory and honour Thou hast orowned him, O Lord; and hast set hin ..,
the worke of Thy hands,

COLLECT Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we who in memory of the

Passicn of our Lord Jesus Christ here upon earth venerate His Crowy
of Thorns, may deserve to be crowned with glory and honour in heaven by Hir
#ho with Thee and the Holy Ghost liveth end reigneth...

LESSON Canticles 3, verses 7-11, concluding with perts from Cant.l,l and o,

as follows: How beautiful srt thou, my love, how beautiful art th-
Thine eyes are dove's eyes, besides what is hid within, Come from Libanys,
0 my spouse, come from Libanus, come: thou shalt be crowned.

GRADUAL A crown of gold upon His head, wherein was engraved holiness, an

ornament of honour, and a work of power, TFor Thou hast presented
Him with the blessings of sweetness: Thou hast set upon His head a crown of
precious atones,

TRACT The Iord clothed Him with the garments of salwvation, and with the

robe of justice He covered Him, a8 a bridegroom decked with a crow:,
The Crown of tribulation hes flourished into a Crown of Glory and a parland
joy. He hath received a kingdom of glory, & diadem of beauty.

GOSFEL The Gospel according to Saint John, 19, verses 1 - 5.
OFFERTORY We honour Thy Crown, O Lord; we commemorate Thy gloricus Fessicn.

SECEET Do Thou, O King Almighty, confirm the strength of Thy scldiers; t e

we who on this race-course of our mortality are cheered by the Crcni
of Thine only-begotten Son, mgy, when the course of our warfare is finished,
lay hold of the prize of immortality... -

PREFACE OF THE CROSS - Who upon the Wood of the Cross didst accomplish the
salvation of the race of man: that whence death arose, thence life might '
riee again; and that he who by a tree was once the vanquisher, might 215"
by & Tree be vanquished: through Christ, our Lord,..

COMMUMION Rejoice, O thou mother, for the Lord shall give to thy hesd
incresse of graces, and protect thee with a noble crown.

- Ve humbly beseech Thee, Almighty God, that these Sacrements """
%ﬂ we have received may, through the liost Holy Crown of Thorns of TV
Son, of which we celebrate the festival (OR commemoration), PFo”"
for us healing end strength...

- e o e

.;‘_‘:t;:n u:z;jnut was kept in Ireland, a different Collect from that abov®

—
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COMMENTARY by St.Bonaventura

The erown of thorns pressed with great severity upon that adorsble head. ..
We notice that those sufferings which sppear to us to bear most the marks of
dishonour were taken by Him as marks of honour,

0 good Jesus, Thou King of glory, the crown of all who trust Thee, all who
follow Thee, all who fight for Thee, all who share Thy victory, and all who abide
in Thee, who could have delivered Thee over to so bitter a bond of shame?

Behold 'sheme hath covered Thy head and thine adorable face.' The honour of
derision in the form of a crown was heaped upon Thee by a crooked and perverse
generation, But the pain inflicted by the pointe of the thorn was truly resl,
Here we see shame and pain vying with one another, I know not which of them
hurts Him most, the mockery of the crown or the pricking of the thorns,

'Go forth, then, O ye daughters of Syon, and behold King Solomon with the
crown, wherewith his mother crowned him on the day of his espousals, and in the
day of the gladness of his heart,' A soul that claims to be a daughter of
Syon = that is to say, of the Church - should relinquish all secular business
and ell vain imagination, and in contemplation behold this King Solomon., This
is Jesus Christ, called 'our Peace' because He destroys the emnity end restores
the friendship between God and man,

Behold Him, then, faithful soul, crowned with the crown with which His
mother crowned Him - His mother being the Jewish synagogue or the Jewish people.
O harsh mother, how has thy good Son sinned that He should be bound with these
thorny bonds? It is He who 'looseth thy priscners', who 'raiseth up them
that are bowed down', relieving the 'fatherless and the widow'. Does such a
men deserve to be bound? Is thie His dowry? Is this the mean gift you provide
for His nuptials? The day of espousals should be a great day for Him; yet,

I say, it is become a day of indignation and blasphemy; a day of tribulation
and misery; a day of beating and sorrow; a day of bonds and death.

Such is the day of His espousals; and this is the pledge of marriage,
feithful soul, with which thy Bridegroom, 'fairer than the sons of men', has
pledged thee. 4s a '"Bridegroom goes He forth', crowned not with gold and
gems, but with thorns,

Had they not intended to add suffering to their mockery of Him whom they
had crowned, they could easily have plaited the crown with the withies or twigs
of some other tree. But to emphasize the harshness of their conduct, they
erowned the Lord Jesus, that most meek Lamb, who is now crowned with glory and
honour, with prickly thorns,

This crowning was meant as a mockery; yet in their ignorant derision they,
in effect, gave witness that He was a crowned king, for is not any crown part of
the insignia of a king? So He was declared king by men who did not recognise
His kingship, but the thorns revealed the malice of those who crowned Him,

- from VITIS MYSTICA,
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KIIG OF KINGS

A naked man, covered with sweat and dirt and blood, exhausted and
beaten, hanging on a gallows in front of a mocking crowd, dying in agony -
a wreath of sharp thorns piercing his brows, That is the Crucified Christ -
that is Christ the King. That was the end, so they thought, of a trouble-
maker; that was, in fact, the most glorious viectory the world has ever

known.,

We know now that the Cross, the shameful gibbet, was in fact a royal
throne; we know that the dirt and sweat and blood were the purple robe of
empire; we know that that defeat was victory. We know that the mocking
crown of thorns was the glorious diadem of the King of King and Lord of
lords., And, sbashed and confounded, we kneel in worship and veneration,

For this confounds all the values of the world - as indeed we might
expect, for is not the wisdom of this world foolishness in the eyes of God?
Berthly monarchs live in honour and are robed in state, crowned with gold
and jewels: but what need has true royalty for such trappings? Our Lord
needed none of these things, and the greatest of earthly rulers have not
needed them; no wonder that Saint Louis preferred a crown of thorns to a

crown of gold,

It is not the habit that makes the monk; and it is not the crown and
sceptre and purple robe that make the king, True royalty is that exempli-
fied by Christ: authority, yes, but also humility, service, obedience, and -
this above zll - perfect love. These virtues shine more brightly than any
material jewel, appear more splendid than any velvet robe: and if they lead
through suffering, even death - can earthly pomp and honour awvoid that?

The Crucifixion is the lesson and model for all kings: and by virtue
of our Baptism we - yes, even you and I - are kings; kings and priests; a
kingly priesthood. May we, united in the Order of the Crown of Thorns, keep
those Thorns always before our mind's eye: let us never be led astray by
the false standards of the world, but in humility and obedience and love do
the will of our Blessed Master, until we are worthy to receive a crown of
thorns, with all its suffering, and in so doing bear in our lives the marks
of the Lord Jesus, sharing in His redemptive work, until at last our crown
of thorns on earth is exchanged for the halo of sanctity and the crown of
glory as we reign with Him in heaven.

GOPIT iPlK-
Prelat-Commendeur, 0,C.E,
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ly Crown of Thorns, we Chrietians of the twentieth
f thi= sacred
ften tend to lose sight of the original purpose o
:;:;r{ :m that of an instrument of unspeakable mockery and scorn. Its
achievement as an infliction of physical suffering was almost im’ldEI.l“'qu,
although it undouHsbly succeeded in this end in no small messure beegides,

Beceause of the terrible blasphemy to our Lord and King committed by
this humilistion, we, in our noble Order, make it one of our principal aims
to pay perpetusl recompense to Him through performing chivalrous acts as are
most expedient to the needs of the sge, and our current means. Those today
especially needful of our love and service are the poor, the hungry, the
homeless, the sick, the sged and the bereaved. Our great Monarch is always
readily discovered smongst all these afflicted. Thus when we give loving
service to them, we honour Him in a form that is surely worthy and acceptable,
Can there be any one of us to whom many needful causes are unknown and these
in our ownh country slone? Purther still, with the world in ite present
chaotie condition, how can we possibly permit our sight to rest solely on the

home scenef?

He is the King of all, Christian and Pagan alike and just because His
Kingdom knows no boundary, we mey never impose one upon our field of service,
Mey the chivalrous spirit of humility epitomised by the Crown of Thorns rest
upon &ll the members of our Order and may He give us the grace and strength
to bear our noble burden the more brawsly,

In venerating the Ho

Sebastian Marten, 0.C.E.

An Irish poet, Joseph lary Flunkett, has written of Christ's immanence:-

"A11 pathweys by His feet are worn,

His strong heart stirs the ever-beating sea,
His crown of thorns is twined with every thorn,
His cross is every tres,"

With the eye of faith, we see Christ, on His Cross and in this
troublous, God-forsaking world, ss the "rose smong thorns", One lesson
that our Lord's Crown teeches us is not to be surprised by suffering and
hardships, That was how the world and the powers of darkness treated Him,
in cruel mockery of His eternal Kingship; what wonder if His servants
ﬁu ﬁ;z meltreated? The servant is not greater, or more privileged, than
fu::- - 4 end the world has not grown less cruel, Worldly rulers still
s power of the King of Kings, The faithful Knight cannot aveid
pe ering in some form. He whose head was once so encircled is how beyond

power of physical suffering, but Christ is Himself the Head and we are
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His members and bodyguard, Our wayfaring is far removed from "those holy
fields over whose acres walked those blessed feet which were nailed for
our advantage on the bitter Cross", (a xvth century phrase); yet we have
our shere in His Passion and its fruits, If we try to re-make the
Kingdom of God according to our own image, are we not re jecting His
Sovereignty and pressing the thorns of derision and pride upon His brow?
Such would indeed be an act of treason in those who claim to be His

bodyguard.

Milman in volume vi of his "Latin Christianity" portrsys to the full
the austerity of St.Louis' personal life; which makes very good reading
for us at those times when we feel that life is difficult and unrewarding,
His tremendous devotion to the Passion of Christ was no pious hobby: it
was his way of life., Can we imagine any ruler of a state today under-
taking such fastings and mortifications, such personal charity to the

needy?
G.P.Tull, O0.C.E.

Some Prgr_era

Q0 Christ, Who by the thorns pressed upon Thy brow hast drawn out the
thorns from the pain of this world, and crowned our sorrows with peace:
make us so bold as never to fear suffering, nor to suffer without cheer-

fulness, in Thy service...
Q0 Christ, the King of Kings, Whose sinless and venersble head we
crowned with thorns: grant us with Thee to seek no other diadem than that

which crowneth victory over sin...
from "A Procession of Passion Prayers"

by E.Milner White, (1950).

0 Jesus, by Thy head crowned with thorns, take my mind., Cleanse it
from all gross or frivolous thoughts, Help it to think deeply and
attentively, that with full vigour it may work to Thy glory.

R.L.BEI‘HBS, G.R- 19301

widi:
Bek
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MORE GIEANTIGS FROM HISTORY

rders of Knighthood have been associated with the lllust]_:'in.ug
name S;vgiﬁagis, though tl?: two which he actually founded have long since
been defunct, He instituted the Order of the Broom Flower at Sens, on the
ocoasion of his marrisge with Margaret of Provence: he 1:1&ving cho=en the
Broom Flower, the emblem of humility, as the badge for his new Order, he
adopted & motto suitable to it - Exaltat Humiles, During his reign this
Order was highly esteemed, but scon after his death, it fell into disrepute
and beceme extinct in the xvth century.

The Order of the Ship, (or Double crescents - so called from the design
incorporated in the collar), wes instituted by St.ILouis in 1269, after his
return from his first expedition into Egypt. The Order became extinct in
France a few years later, after his death at Tunis, though it flourished for
three centuries in Naples and Sicily, where it was introduced by the fing's
brother, Charles of Anjou,

We fimd no trace in old documents of the holy King having fourded an
Order of Knighthood in honour of the Crown of Thorns, but it is known that
he wished to preserve the memory of this great event near his Court, by
giving to his barons & souvenir or representation of the famous relic.
What we believe, and moreover what tradition has preserved for us, in spite
of all changes and political revolution, is that Fhilippe le Bel, grandson
of St.louis, laid the first foundations of the 0.C,E, sbout the year 1308,

(From "The History of Knighthood" by Hugh Clark, 1784 and the

History and Regulations of the 0.C.E., printed 1922,)

when 1A g obscurity of our foundation
0.C.2, claining sbous 40 yeare seryniord,Of the Order of the Garter, (the
"Though the story of the Jfrm,m','m“ﬂﬁ')- In 8ir Ivan De la Bere's words:
++shas been discussed and ﬂiﬂpu::.:;.n "?mﬂf the Order (of the Garter)
past four hungred years, it still e m}ﬂnqt;nrtaa R e e
o state with certainty either 3 P 8 5 48 not o aqise
e e
s of its existence i

that (8 80 with the Garter, it may ::Lh;:hlmmﬂ and unrelisble." If
addition, there have been various o of the 0,C,E. In

mey have been lost, demaged or dest 1 amnﬂ and whole libraries

Revolution., For the O er atill noch -
SF & adici ol rder to have Survived all that is m'it;l:l?gmtmng
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A major mwmn&.ﬂ.mhﬂuutﬂuusmﬂnﬂdnam
1hmm1¢nhfhlmuhth&'uimplmlblamlmtinaain-
astrous fire on the then Grand Mas 's premises, about 1918, Other items

ath in Paris in 1929, Unfortunately, the photostat
mmwmerMMMMmtmmMn

"No better contrast between the earlier and later Crusades can be found
than that between Godfrey of Bouillon refusing to wear a temporal erown in
the city where his Master had worn a crown of thorns, and Frederick II,
excommunicate from the Church, himself taking the crown from the altar of
the Holy Sepulchre, and with no religious ceremony crowning himself King of
Jerusalem,"

Ir. Joan Evans,
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"Every oantury brings a change of manners and
habits, and each century has its own particular duties,
its own special mode of encouraging, proteoting and
rewarding labor, courage, devotion and good works,

The Orders of medieval chivalry were a glorious
aymbel of courage, faith and Christian love.

"In our days, the Orders of chivalry should be
a pledge of fraternal union mmong the people and the
recompense due to merit and great and noble virtues
of the intelleoct and of the heart."

From the pen of Mar.Timotheus,
the firat Ameriocan Grand Master
of the 0,0.E. Dated Sept. 21, 1922.
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Fo8d to 1mprove both egmt o oF i0 1929, 1

nis tration and

1t possible for me 4o
make
ng and good reputation became in;em thus a number of people of

résted, so that eventually
our
ndependent Catholie Orders of

Al countries chapels were .
I others were 45 gy made availeble for Order services

cess :
d and stopped Rty of Organization, when the last

iilneas hindered things seriously
© keep proper track of re reaen{:a.-
ies, Money was always g problem, but in those eaglier days
b provid& for actusl necessities, but had to leave the desired
Louis, and other good works, so neécessary to justify the
. & reputable Order,

least some of those things may develop under the direction
r.

ond IT is a much younger man, and while Grand Chaneellor

gns of the ability to obtain the adherence of people of stand-
2. I hope and pray that God will bless his efforts in every
pting financial. Large sums of money will be needed if a

8 ever to be built.

esent Chevaliers do all in their power to help God and
something really worthwhile.

Edmond I
Grand Mester Emeritus
(2nd American Grand Master)

; hevaliers in Englend and
secks the constent prayers of til:::kgc Faith and with hopes for

r continued ﬂ.evctic:n +o the Cat
:' f E'hﬂrnﬂl-'
e June, 1962.
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